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2024 Town Administrator’s Report

As many of you know, I come from a retail banking background having supervised multiple work groups 
as well as providing financial services to the public over the course of my career.  This has translated well 
to municipal management especially considering my history of local government volunteer experience 
over the last twenty-five years. This has served me well as I supported the dedicated, community-oriented 
employees of the Town of New Durham.  

Every department completed work over the past year in alignment with the Town’s Master Plan. The 
following outlines some of those accomplishments.

The DPW made some significant improvements to Town roadways in 2024 and demonstrated an ability to 
pivot when needed to address storm related damage to Town roads. Most significantly were the 
replacement of the damaged culverts on Middleton Rd. and Miller Rd.   The DPW crew worked with 
M.A. Bean Associates who designed and built bridges on both roads, achieving the goal of a quick 
replacement minimizing impact to residents.  The design-build project was a savings to the taxpayers 
saving of more than 50% over other options. Ham Road was paved and culvert replacement occurred in 
many parts of Town.

Thanks to the vote of the taxpayers three trucks were ordered in spring 2024. We have taken possession of 
two and expect the third to be completed within weeks. This will be welcomed as there are continued 
maintenance problems with some of the aging equipment.

We said goodbye to Highway Supervisor Randy Genest who relocated to the warmer climate of Georgia, 
which allowed an advancement opportunity for others in the department.  We are happy Jagger Bernier 
stepped up to learn the ropes to advance his goal of becoming a supervisor.  We also welcomed Joey Allen 
to the crew as well as Doug Filiatreault to a full-time role. 

The Solid Waste team, led by supervisor Jon Trombetta, continued to provide friendly service while 
maintaining a well-run facility. Of significant note was the disposal of brush, trees, and C&D materials 
from those spring storms. 

The Police Department experienced impactful changes in 2024, with the early summer departures of Lt. 
Meattey and Officer Wells and the Retirement of Chief Bernier at the end of September. Shortly 
thereafter, the Town contracted with Municipal Resources Inc to manage the recruitment process for the 
new Chief.  Eric Millar was chosen from the final field of four candidates, accepted the Town’s offer in 
mid-December, then began his tenure as Chief of Police in January 2025. 

Renovations to the PD began in December and will continue through the winter.  DPW employee Doug 
Filiatreault has been able to do the bulk of the work with some painting assistance from DPW Admin 
Judy Purington.

Celeste Chasse continues to lead the Recreation Department, offering activities for all ages throughout the 
year. Outside of youth sports activities, Senior breakfasts, weekly cribbage, paint nights, skating, pick-up 
hockey, downhill skiing, walking club, summer concerts, maker’s space at the ND Library, the haunted 
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trail, Christmas light trail, senior bingo, family game night, winter carnival along with ice fishing derby 
keep residents of all ages engaged and active. Whew!  She’s busy!

Building Inspector Rick Therrien joined us in January 2024 and hit the ground running.  He is a great 
addition to the team, appreciated by both employees and residents for his easy demeanor, good sense of 
humor, and above all his extensive knowledge of building codes and regulations. There was a tremendous 
about of building all over Town in 2024 and Rick was able to manage the permitting and inspection 
processes to everyone’s satisfaction.

A big thank you goes to the Town Hall teams who work together to satisfy the needs of our residents. 
Town Clerk Alicia Housel and Moderator Linda Callaway managed four elections including the 
Presidential Primary and November elections.  In the November Presidential Election 1951 out of 2241 
registered voters cast their ballots either in person or by mail. this amazing feat could not have been 
accomplished without the assistance of election volunteers, Supervisors of the Checklist, Selectmen, 
Town Hall staff, and the DPW team who sets up and takes down the voting booths for each election. 

Technology improvements include the new Town Website and the Avitar Tax module.  Organizational 
improvements throughout departments were also a focus in 2024 with notable improvement to the Town 
Hall & DPW business office. The Library is ever changing, with displays, events, and improvement such 
as their new sign!

All in all it was an eventful year. I would like to thank the Selectmen and elected officials as well as the 
committee and Board members who all volunteer their time and energy to support the Town. Please 
contact me at any time with your questions or to facilitate communication between Boards and 
Committees at ndadmin@newdurhamnh.gov.

Respectfully submitted,

Cecile M. Chase
Town Administrator
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Current Town Officers and Officials 
December 31, 2024 

Selectmen: David Swenson-Chair Marc DeCoff Dorothy Yeisel 

Town Administrator: Cecile Chase 

Auditors: Roberts & Greene PLLC. 
Assessor: 

2026 2025 2027 

Josephine Belville Assessor - (Whitney Consulting Group LLC) 
Budget Committee: 

Theresa Jarvis, Chair David Swenson-Selectboard Rep. Paul Patrick Perry Kelly Bisson CCYD Rep. 

Building Inspector/ Code Enforcement: Rick Therrien 

Capital Improvement Plan Committee: 

Scott Drummey, Planning Board Rep. Mark McFadden Susan DeRoy, Budget Committee Rep. 

John C. Shirlev Cemeterv Trustees: 

Kenneth Quigley Kelli Kostick 
Conservation Commission: Ron Gehl, Chair Curtis Richard, Vice Chair 

2026 Susan DeRoy David Bickford 2027 Ellen Phillips Kenneth Fanjoy 

Thomas Baker Dorothy Yeisel, Select Board Rep. 

2027 Stephanie MacKenzie 2025 
Mark Sullivan Heather Freeman 

2026 2025 2025 2027 

2026 
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New Durham Deaths 

 

 

Decedent’s Name   Date of Death   Place of Death 

Beatrice Troiano   January 09, 2024  New Durham 

Irene Pauline Brulotte   March 23, 2024  Dover 

Peter John Devost    March 25, 2024  New Durham  

Joseph Allen Beals   March 31, 2024  Dover 

Charles Lord III   April 14, 2024   Dover 

Christopher Maxwell   May 02, 2024   New Durham 

Wade Allen Evans   May 19, 2024   New Durham 

Charles W. Lane   May 20, 2024   Exeter 

Janathan Lisle Williams  May 21, 2024   Dover 

Carol Ann Lane    August 04, 2024  Brentwood 

Ralph W. Landry   August 16, 2024  New Durham 

Sandra Thompson Grigg  August 30, 2024  New Durham  

Mark Allan D’Entremont  August 31, 2024  New Durham 

Richard Timothy Robinson  September 05, 2024  Portsmouth 

Angela Dawn Chertok  September 22, 2024  Portsmouth  

Cheryl Ann Corriveau   October 12, 2024  New Durham  

Anthony Michael Bonanno Jr. October 20, 2024  New Durham  

Christina Mackenzie Rice  November 21, 2024  New Durham  

Richard Francis Dollen  November 23, 2024  Rye 

Edgar Giguere Jr.   December 03, 2024  New Durham  

June Moody    December 20, 2024  New Durham  

Howard Louis Allen   December 31, 2024  New Durham 
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